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deadly blow could fall, Agastya's magic arrow
flashed from Rama's bow and killed the
demon-king.

Sita was free, but her trials were not yet
ended. Rama thought her purity must be
sullied by Ravana's contact. The test of
guilt or innocence by ordeal is not unknown
in the history of Europe. The glow of
Walter Scott's genius revives the disused
custom in our fancy when once more we
delight ID the eternal youth of the Fair
Maid of Perth. But the usage was not
restricted to Old England; it also prevailed
in Ancient India. Saddened and offended
with R&ma's misgivings, Sita had a funeral
pyre erected, and leaped into the greedy
flame; but Agni, the god of fire, restored
the stainless wife unhurt to the overjoyed
husband.

"In his tears the contrite R&ma clasped her in a soft

embrace,
And the fond forgiving Sita in his bosom  hid her

face."

The happy pair, and Lakshman, quitted
Ceylon and, after an absence of fourteen
years, returned to Ayodhya, the Koshala
capital, where Bharata handed the royal